JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 17 FEBRUARY 1994

P T T o e BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ==

REFNO: 0948-0-01 (ACCNO 5657) Status: (N) DEAQ BODY NOT RECOVERED
Name: POWERS, VERNIE HOMER Date Status assigned: 20 Mar 1968
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit $

Service ARMY Sex MALE Blood type # #

Grade E3 Hair  BROWN Complexion #

SSAN Eyes BLUE Weapon #

Serial No j>/¥T%} Height 68 in /1.73 mtrs |Weapon No #

Birth date 12 Mar 1947 |Weight 139 1lb / 63.0 kg |Duty pos RIFLEMAN

Home State MARYLAND Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp S
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= = ======== SITE INFORMATION =

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: GROUND SITE

UTM: 48PYB793108
Lat/Long: 143326N / 1073532E
Country: SOUTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 2

Mission Province: KON TUM

(formerly): KONTUM
Mission District: SA THAY

Mission Date: 24 Dec 1967
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Unknown location.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY
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Investigations: Jan 94

Surveys: Jan 94

Vessey Case: NO

Case type: GROUND SITE - UNKNOWN LOSS
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== VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type: GRND Serial: $
Crash Type: None Engine Type:
Call Sign: $ 1 Serial:
Year: $ 2 Serial:

= SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ==== ====== =====

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.

or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.
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CASE: 0948

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
11 December 1975

ON 24 DECEMBER 1967 PFC VERNIE H. POWERS WAS AN ACTING SQUAD LEADER IN
THE 3RD BATTALION, 1ST BRIGADE, OF THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION AS AN ELEMENT
OF A PLATOON-SIZE PATROL ON A MISSION TO ESTABLISH AN AMBUSH IN KONTUM
PROVINCE, SOUTH VIETNAM: IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YB 793 108.
DURING MOVEMENT TO THE AMBUSH SITE, HIS SQUAD MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY
AND PFC POWERS WAS WOUNDED BY A GUNSHOT ABOVE THE EYE.

WITNESSES, WHO INCLUDED THE PLATOON MEDIC, REPORTED THAT PFC POWERS BLED
HEAVILY FROM THE MOUTH AND NOSE, AND DESPITE THE MEDIC’S EFFORTS, HE
TURNED BLUE, AND APPARENTLY DIED. BECAUSE OF INCREASING ENEMY FIRE, THE
PLATOON WITHDREW FROM THAT AREA, LEAVING THE BODY OF PFC POWERS, AND
CALLED FOR AIR-STRIKES AND ARTILLERY FIRE FOR ABOUT ONE HOUR. WHEN
ELEMENTS OF THE PLATOON RETURNED AFTER THE ARTILLERY AND AIRSTRIKES, PFC
POWERS’ BODY COULD NOT BE FOUND DURING THE THOROUGH SEARCH. (REF 1 & 2)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. THE
TWO-PARTY JOINT MILITARY COMMISSION WAS GIVEN DETAILS OF THE CASE, AND THE
INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY
JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO
RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. PFC POWERS IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE
PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

=== REFERENCES ===

11 December 1975
REFERENCES USED: <1> MSG, PUNCH REPORT #16741, 25 DEC 67. <2> RPT,
REPORT OF BOARD PROCEEDINGS, 2 JAN 68. <3> CJTFFA DET ONE 01072372 FEB 94.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===

14 February 1994
ON 17 JAN 94, IE3 TRAVELED TO SA LONG VILLAGE, NGOC HOI DISTRICT, KONTUM
PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE CASE 0948. THE VNOSMP WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE
WITNESSES FOR THIS CASE. CIVILIANS EVACUATED THE AREA DURING THE WAR, AND
RESETTLED AFTER 1975. THE TEAM SURVEYED THE INCIDENT LOCATION AND

QUESTIONED VILLAGERS, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. A SEARCH YIELDED NO EVIDENCE
OF REMAINS, PERSONAL EFFECTS OR A BURIAL SITE. (REF 3)




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025

CASE 0948-0-01

NARRATIVE

ON 24 DECEMBER 1967, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS VERNIE H. POWERS AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS UNIT WERE ENGAGED IN COMBAT WITH A HOSTILE
FORCE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YB793108, APPROXIMATELY
50 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF KON TUM AND 6 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF
DAK WANG KRAM, KON TUM PROVINCE. DURING THE BATTLE, PRIVATE
FIRST CLASS POWERS AND ANOTHER SOLDIER WERE KILLED. DUE TO THE
INTENSE HOSTILE FIRE, U.S. FORCES WERE FORCED TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT
RECOVERING THE TWO REMAINS. AFTER AN HOUR OF SUPPORTING
ARTILLERY AND AIR STRIKES, U.S. FORCES RETURNED TO THE BATTLE
FIELD AND RECOVERED THE REMAINS OF ONE SOLDIER. THEY FOUND VINES
TIED AROUND HIS FEET. THE HOSTILE FORCE HAD APPARENTLY MADE AN
ATTEMPT TO DRAG HIS BODY AWAY. U.S. FORCES SEARCHED THE AREA BUT

WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS POWERS’ BODY.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: POWERS, VERNIE HOMER
RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, U.S. ARMY
DATE OF BIRTH: 12 MARCH 1947
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.73 METERS
WEIGHT: 63.0 KILOGRAMS

HAIR: BROWN

EYES: BLUE

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
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VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

vu s6 0948-0-01
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vao ngay 24 thang 12 nam 1967, Binh Nhat VERNIE H. POWERS va nhing
nqueari khac cia  don vl ong ta giao chién vol luc lugng déi phuong trong
pham vi cta toa do yB793108,  cach khoang 50 cay s6 vé huong tay biac Kon
Pam va 6 cay sé vé hudng tay nam Dal Wang Kram, tinh Kon Tum. Trong khi
giao chién thy winh Nhat POWERS va mot linh khac bi cr.ét. Do hoa luyc manh

ctua luc luong dor phuong thr luc lugng Hoa Ky bat budc rat lui  khong lay

duge har wac chet. ses khi thol gian mot gig co yém trg cua phao binh va
vanh tac thr e begng Hoa Ky trd vé chién truong va lay lal mot xac chét.
xac chét nay co cay teo duge  bude  trén chan. Hinh nhu luc lugng do6i
pheemg Jdnooo keo dac chet khoi khu vuc. Luc lugng Hoa Ky tim kiém trong
vlar v ma ehong Cim duce thio hai cia Binh Nhat FOWERS.
daw day ta shung chro et lién quan:

Ho v Lo POWERS, VERNIE HOMER

Cap e Binh Nhat, Luc Quan Hoa Ky

Ngey sonh: {2 thang 3 nam 1947
Ching toc: [ trang

chileu cac: Uothvfae 73

A Ndalbng: VIR NV

Sl abat Aalde Ll




	36800366.tif
	36800367.tif

